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Mfturicp Moszkowski, Op. 35, No. 4 

1854-1925 



The word "impromptu'* as a title for a musical composition was not used by any of the great com- 
posers before the time of Chopin. It is true that Schubert's publishers issued works in his Opus 
90 and Opus 142 with this title, even changing the key of one of the numbers, but Robert Schu- 
mann is emphatic in his declaration that not only was the title original with Schubert, but that 
the works in both opuses are really the four movements of a sonata. On the other hand, Chopin 
used this title with telling effect in his Op. 29, 36, 51 and 66, the latter being the Fantasie- 
Impromptu which is so well known. The word is, in its strict sense, a misnomer for any musical 
composition which has been committed to paper, because its real meaning in a musical sense ap- 
plies only to an improvization or extempore piece. 
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